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Pop-Kultur Festival kicks off next week: Berlin
has never been more present

e Six days of Pop-Kultur Festival with live programme,
Commissioned Works, talks, and much more, featuring ATNA &
ensemble reflektor, Anika, Apsilon, Eli Preiss, Boondawg, Die
Nerven, Efterklang, Los Bitchos

e South Caucasus goes Pop-Kultur: new programme »Sonic
Crossings« with the Goethe-Institut and the Berlin Goethe-Institut
in Exile

¢ MALONDA and »AFRO x POP Unplugged« complete the
Commissioned Works

¢ »Im Osten nichts Neues?« - talk and concert special
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Pop-Kultur Festival

Next Monday marks the start of the eleventh edition of the Pop-Kultur
Festival — with more programme items and venues than ever before.
From 25 to 30 August 2025, the Berlin festival invites audiences to
explore the full spectrum of pop culture, from Wedding to Kreuzberg and
Prenzlauer Berg, and to celebrate artists such as Apsilon, Eli Preiss,



Boondawg, Die Nerven, Efterklang, and Los Bitchos in their live
performances, as well as brand-new productions and artistic works as
showcased with ten Commissioned Works.

»The Pop-Kultur Festival stands for artistic innovation, social discourse,
and international exchange between artists, music fans, and
professionals«, says Sarah Wed|-Wilson, Senator for Culture and Social
Cohesion in Berlin. » This year we can look forward to new venues in
Wedding and a strong focus on Berlin-based bands and musicians, as
well as talks, panels, and events on socially relevant issues. It will be an
exciting and highly inspiring few days - | am very much looking forward
to this year's edition/«
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25 & 26 August: Pop-Kultur Talks, Pop-Kultur Lokal & Sonic
Crossings

On 25 and 26 August, the festival kicks off with 20 talks. For the first
time, they will take place without overlapping with the live programme,
forming a separate strand in silent green and migas listening bar. Guests
including Ebow, Kat Frankie, Ralph Heidel, and the Black
Entertainment Network will delve into current issues of discourse and
invite the audience to join the conversation.

On 26 August, »Pop-Kultur Lokal« also takes place across several
venues along the Panke river - for the first time running concurrently
with the festival. The focus is on Berlin collectives and independent
organisers, who will present their own events as part of the festival at
Heizhaus, RCHTN25, Studio dB, and Panke Culture.

The start of the week also brings a new Pop-Kultur project, created in
collaboration with the Goethe-Institut’s music division and the Berlin
Goethe-Institut in Exile: »Sonic Crossings«. Each year this programme



will highlight diverse pop-musical expressions from a selected region.
Kicking things off are musicians from Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia,
invited to Berlin for a short residency in August 2025. They will introduce
themselves and their music free of charge to the Pop-Kultur audience
through concerts, listening sessions, and discussion formats.
Participating are Tape Visitors, a four-piece alternative rock band from
Thilisi, immersive sound artist inherroom from Baku, experimental
electronic duo Symptom Error from Yerevan, and Georgian indie
musician Vaqo, known for his unique and humour-filled performances.

27 & 28 August: Pop-Kultur Live begins & Pop Up_Berlin
Label Market

On 27 August, the Pop-Kultur Festival opens its live programme at silent
green, featuring ATNA & ensemble reflektor with a classical-
experimental performance in the Betonhalle, highly anticipated shows by
Anika and Giiner Kiinier, atmospheric Commissioned Works by FAYIM
in the Kuppelhalle, and Teresa Rotschopf at the transmediale studio, as
well as the Klapping performance »Everything is a little bit of a dancex«.

Before continuing on 29 and 30 August at the familiar venues of
Kulturbrauerei, the festival makes a stop in Kreuzberg: on 28 August
»Pop Up_Berlin 2025« takes place for the first time. Together with VUT
— Association of Independent Musicians and Music Companies - and the
Berlin Music Commission, Pop-Kultur is hosting a label market with live
music at Festsaal Kreuzberg. Around 35 Berlin-based labels will present
their work, artists, and releases.

29 & 30 August: Pop-Kultur Live, Talks & Concerts as part of

»Im Osten nichts Neues?«

Exchange and collective musical experiences will again be at the centre
of Pop-Kultur Festival on 29 and 30 August: at Kulturbrauerei, Berlin
artists such as Ceren and Donkey Kid will perform alongside
international acts including CURSES, ArathedJay, and Los Bitchos. Eight
further artists will premiere special Commissioned Works. Among them,
MALONDA explores the roots of the modern world between
dismemberment and petrification in »Schwarze Medusa - I’'m tryin not to
lose my head again«, and »AFRO x POP Unplugged«, curated by Pamela
Owusu-Brenyah, brings together emerging artists from Berlin’s Afro-
diasporic community in an intimate stage format focused on presence
and authenticity.



Support and visibility also play a key role in »Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs«
and the »Musicboard Co-Creation Residencies«. Selected talents from
over 150 emerging artists will perform on the main stage, after taking part
in workshops and networking events at silent green on 25 and 26
August. These are NYYA, KOOB, and Aircraft. The Musicboard Co-
Creation Residencies also showcase the fruits of international
collaboration: for the Accra-Berlin residency Lor (Accra) joins Laura
Robles (Berlin) on stage, for the Detroit-Berlin residency
Blackmoonchild (Detroit) performs with Ziggy Zeitgeist (Berlin), for the
Tel Aviv—-Berlin residency AGAT (Tel Aviv) appears alongside Grimsen
(Berlin), and for the Kampala-Berlin residency Mahdiya (Kampala) will
perform.

The Museum in the Kulturbrauerei is also a venue once again, this time
with a special focus. Under the title »Im Osten nichts Neues? A tour
through East German pop cultures, four talks will examine pop-cultural
free spaces in East Germany and the diverse challenges they face today.
Topics include subculture in rural areas, the innovative scene in
Chemnitz, metal as a subculture in East Germany, and the rise of far-right
extremism. Concerts by Superbusen and Selma Juhran round off the
programme. The Pop-Kultur Festival is committed to building long-term
networks with (sub)cultures in East Germany.

Pop-Kultur Festival-Line-Up 2025

CONCERTS & DJ SETS

ABIBA (DJ) / »Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs Live«: Aircraft / Anika / Annika
Line Trost (DJ) / Apsilon / ArathedJay / ATNA & ensemble reflektor /
Becky Sikasa / Boondawg / Canty / CURSES (Live) / Das Beat / Dina
Summer / Donkey Kid / Ebbb / Efterklang / Eilis Frawley / Elfi / Eli Preiss
/ Fritz Ali Hansen / The Gilberts / Giiner Kiinier / Gut Health / Die
Heiterkeit / Hér / Horizontaler Gentransfer / Kerosin95 / »Pop-Kultur
Nachwuchs Live«: KOOB / Kyla Véjas! / Le Savy Sev (DJ) / Liv Oddman /
Los Bitchos / Luna Simao / Migluma / Muzi / Neromun / Die Nerven /
»Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs Live«: NYYA / Nzambisa (DJ) / Phuong-Dan
(DJ) / Post Neo / Riot Spears / Sira Faal / Super Besse / The
Underground Youth / YELKA / Yung FSK18 / Zoon Phonanta

COMMISSIONED WORKS

Andreya Casablanca: »Somebody’s sins, but not mine« / Bernadette La
Hengst & Chor der Statistik: ")KONKRETE UTOPIEN« / FAYIM: »Kein
Beileid« / MALONDA: »Schwarze Medusa - I’m tryin not to lose my head



again« / Pamela Owusu-Brenyahs: »AFRO x POP Unplugged« / Ralph
Heidel & guests: »anyways.onto better things« / Saeko Killy with the Club
Mirage Band: »Club Mirage« / Schprampfeinsatz: »Runde Blaue Klippen«
/ Tami T: »Echowave« / Teresa Rotschopf: »The Cave as an Instrument«

CO-CREATION RESIDENCIES

AGAT & Grimsgn (Co-Creation Residency: Tel Aviv - Berlin) /
Blackmoonchild & Ziggy Zeitgeist (Co-Creation Residency: Detroit -
Berlin) / Lor & Laura Robles (Co-Creation Residency Accra — Berlin) /
Mahdiya (Co-Creation Residency: Kampala - Berlin)

CAYSTUBE

»Spill The Tea« with Camila Malenchini / Ceren / Club de Baile / Faravaz
/ FRZNTE (DJ) / Gigolo Tears / Klapping: »Everything is a little bit of a
dance« / Ultraflex feat. FRZNTE / Sophie Yukiko / X3-Kollektiv Tarot by
donotdistort

POP-KULTUR TALKS

»The Artist’'s Way« (Ebow, Mod.: Sara Geisler) / »Big in Japan - wenn die
Karriere im Ausland loslegt« (Erol Sarp, Kat Frankie, Jan Werner,

Mod.: Aida Baghernejad) / »Bring Your Own Table - Black Perspectives
in the German Music Industry« (Jack Sehn, Liz Agyeman, Peggy Adamu,
Teddy Danso Sarpong, Will McKinney-Raphelt, Mod.: Pamela Owusu-
Brenyah) / »The Reproduction of Power Dynamics — Rave als Utopie?«
(Gizem Adiyaman aka Meg10, Josephine Niang, Zuher Jazmati aka Xanax
Attax, Mod.: Sophie Yukiko) / »delulu - szenische Lesung« (Julia Friese,
Mod.: Mascha Jacobs) / »Von O auf 1 — Artist-Aufbau zwischen
Management & Labelarbeit« (Jorg Hellwig, Leona Walter, Sebastian
Schweizer, Mod.: Mariama Jalloh) / »Den magischen Moment
einfangen« (Ben Bazzazian, Mod.: Ralph Heidel) / Female* Producer
Prize: »Break the Loop« (Finja Nierth, Melbeatz, Sera Kalo, Mod: Sherin
Striewe) / »Regaining Control: A Sustainable Future for Independent
Artists and Labels« (Sadie Thompson, Christof Ellinghaus, Mod.: Andy
Zammit) / Rolling Stone prasentiert: »Musik als Leidenschaft« (Maik
Briiggemeyer, Jan Lankisch) / »Shaping the Future Now« (Michael
Pelczynski, Mod.: Andy Zammit) / Deutschlandfunk prasentiert:
»Schockstarre. Wo ist die Gegenkultur?« (Annika Henderson aka Anika,
Marcus S. Kleiner, Mario Dunkel (Uni Oldenburg), Mod.: Christoph
Reimann & Juliane Reil) / »Show Me Love - Wie du auf ein Showcase
Festival kommst« (Ariane Mohr, Manuel Albani, Ralph Christoph, Mod:
Jules Spielmann) / »Songs vor dem Release - Biihne statt Streaming!«:
Das Veranstaltertrio hinter »Unreleased« im Gesprach | »ThemaTakt«



Live-Podcast (Federico Battaglia, Mehmet Kiiclik, Walmir Hong Thomé
de Moura (Unreleased), Mod.: Tobias Wilinski) / »Sonic Crossings« — Ein
Gespréach liber Pop, Verortung und musikalische Grenziiberschreitungen
(Giorgi Rodionov, Nazrin Mammadova aka inherroom, Symptom Error,
Mod.: Carmen Herold) / »Spill the Tea: Social Media und Popkultur«
(Misla Tesfamariam, Anne L6hr, Yung FSK18, Mod: Amina Aziz) / »Wert
und Wirkung: Musik zwischen Kulturauftrag und Marktdruck« (Anne
Haffmans (Domino Records), Dieter Gorny, Marie von der Heydt
(Musicboard Berlin), Olaf Kretschmar (Berlin Music Commission),

Mod.: Tobi Miiller) / Zukunftsmusik: Zwischen Klima und Klang (Jacob
Bilabel (Green Culture Anlaufstelle), Lukas Rath (Studio Hitzefrei), Sarah
Lingen (The Changency), Mod.: Cristina Plett)

POP-KULTUR LOKAL
»ACT(6)« / »BABYCORE by BABYCAKES« / »LIMINAL« / »Loud
Dreams«

SONIC CROSSINGS

In the Mountains (Giorgi Rodionov) / inherroom / Symptom Error / Tape
Visitors / Vaqo / »Sonic Crossings« — Ein Gesprach tiber Pop, Verortung
und musikalische Grenziiberschreitungen (Giorgi Rodionov, Nazrin
Mammadova aka inherroom, Symptom Error, Mod.: Carmen Herold) /
»Sonic Crossings« — Konzerte und Community Space gehostet von In the
Mountains / »Sonic Crossings« - Resonant Listening (Nazrin

Mammadova aka inherroom, Symptom Error, Tape Visitors, Vaqo, Mod.:
Gin Bali)

POP UP_BERLIN
Labelmarkt / Charlotte Colace / Fastmusic / Juli Gilde / Maurice
Summen & J6rg Heidemann

IM OSTEN NICHTS NEUES?

Selma Juhran / Superbusen / »0371 callin® - Was macht Chemnitz als
Kulturort besonders?« (Bela Bender, Isabel EiBmann, Jenny Kretschmar,
Mod.: Juliane Streich) / »DIY or die?« — Strategien selbstorganisierter
Kulturarbeit im Osten (Anne Runge, Ludwig Domrdés, Mod.: Jana Sotzko)
/ »Metal Matters« - Zugange zu einer widerstandigen Musikkultur (Sam
Zamrik, Serkan Deniz, Mod.: Franziska Gottschling) / »Under Pressure« -
Subkultur im Spannungsfeld rechts-autoritarer Bestrebungen (Manja
Prakels, Nils Schuhmacher, Mod.: Jens Uthoff)

Pop-Kultur is funded by the State of Berlin — Senate Department for
Culture and Social Cohesion of the State of Berlin and by the European



Regional Development Fund (EFRE) under the program » Strengthening
Innovation Potential in Culture Il (INP lllk as well as by Initiative Musik
gGmbH with project funds from the Federal Government Commissioner
for Culture and the Media (BKM,).

Pop-Up_Berlin 2025 is funded by Projekt Zukunft Berlin, an initiative of
the Berlin Senate Department for Economics, Enerqgy and Public
Enterprises.

The project Caystube is funded by the Federal Government
Commissioner for Culture and the Media as well as by the DFB-
Kulturstiftung (Klapping).
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Sonic Crossings is realised with funding from the Goethe-Institut /
Goethe-Institut in Exile in collaboration with the Pop-Kultur Festival.
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