
 
      

  

 
     

     
 

 

     
      

     
        

 
    

           
     

 

 
 

 
  

 

            
        

         
    

    
       

Press Release from 25 June, 2025 

Ten Commissioned Works to Celebrate World 
Premieres, »Pop-Kultur Talks« Independent of 
the Music Programme, and Çaystube’s creative 
spin on Sports and Movement 

• Ten Commissioned Works, including by Andreya Casablanca, 
Celina Bostic, and Bernadette La Hengst 

• »Pop-Kultur Talks« as a new programme strand on 25 and 26 
August 2025: discussions on structural challenges within the 
industry featuring Yung FSK18, Julia Friese, Black Entertainment 
Network, and many more 

• Çaystube: kicks off with Klapping fusing football and dance; with 
guests such as Ceren, Club de Baile, and Faravaz 

From left to right: Andreya Casablanca © Sven Wolfgang, 
Bernadette La Hengst & Chor der Statistik © Stella Flatten, FAYIM © Meklit Fekadu 

When artists are given free rein, talks take centre stage, and the 
industry’s »tea« is served piping hot – Pop-Kultur is back: bigger, more 
discursive, and more connected. For the first time, not all of Pop-Kultur 
Festival’s (25–30 August) Commissioned Works will take place at 
Kulturbrauerei. Two of the ten exclusively conceived commissioned 
pieces will celebrate their world premieres on Wednesday at silent 



        
         

    
    

 
  

       
    

        
      

         
    

         
       

  

      
      

        
     
         

  
  

           
          

      
    

      

           
     

        
    

           
  

         
          

         
     

green. German-Ghanaian performer, musician, and composer FAYIM will 
transform the Kuppelhalle into an intimate space for exploring various 
forms of grief in »Kein Beileid«. Meanwhile, Austrian musician, singer, 
and composer Teresa Rotschopf invites audiences into a deeply 
immersive sonic experience reminiscent of a dripstone cave at the 
transmediale studio. 

Commissioned Works at Kulturbrauerei include Andreya Casablanca’s 
»Somebody’s sins, but not mine« – a performance merging Catholic 
ritual, familial estrangement, and a musical search for belonging, 
featuring unreleased songs – and the choir performance »KONKRETE 
UTOPIEN« addressing inequality by Bernadette La Hengst and the Chor 
der Statistik – audience participation very much encouraged. 

Celina Bostic and Sarah Lasaki also long for utopia: their piece »Talkin‘ 
Bout a Revolution« explores the discursive-performative skills needed for 
a successful revolution. 

That these Commissioned Works – overseen by Pamela Schlewinski – 
stand out as world premieres is thanks to the support of Initiative Musik. 
»The Commissioned Works are, to me, the heart of Pop-Kultur – bold, 
unique, and open to new perspectives. They show the creative potential 
that can flourish when pop culture is given the freedom it needs,« says 
Katja Lucker, Managing Director of Initiative Musik, adding: »I’m 
especially pleased that artists like Andreya Casablanca, Bernadette La 
Hengst, Celina Bostic, Ralph Heidel, and Saeko Killy are involved once 
again – artists whose journeys we at Initiative Musik have already 
supported. It’s all the more rewarding that we can help bring these 
commissioned pieces to life – a true beacon of our funding programme.« 

»Pop-Kultur Talks« – A New Programme Strand 

Discourse remains a key element of the festival: the »Pop-Kultur Talks« 
on 25 and 26 August will provide space for exchange on music, society, 
and digital realities. For the first time, these talks will form their own 
dedicated programme strand, taking place at silent green (Kuppelhalle, 
Ateliers 1 and 2) and the nearby migas listening bar – separate in time 
and location from the music programme. 

How can Black perspectives be more accurately represented in the 
music industry? That’s the guiding question for the Black Entertainment 
Network GSA, newly founded this year and featuring Jack Sehn 
(manager of Kwam.E), Liz Agyeman (TuneCore), Teddy Danso Sarpong 



    
 

             
 

      
     

 
   

 
          

       

         
   

   
        

         
         

   
       

    
   

         
 

 
    

(manager of Serious Klein), Will McKinney-Raphelt, and Peggy Adamu 
(Sony Music Germany). 

Other talks will also focus on the structural aspects of the music industry. 
In »Regaining Control: A Sustainable Future for Independent Artists and 
Labels«, Andy Zammit (Bronzerat Records), Sadie Thompson (Motive 
Unknown), and Christof Ellinghaus (City Slang) will discuss how 
independent artists and labels can create viable models beyond the logic 
of the major labels. 

In »Spill the Tea: Social Media und Popkultur«, Yung FSK18, Anne Löhr, 
and Misla Tesfamariam will highlight the constant pressure for artists to 
act as social media content creators on top of their actual job. 

A literary-musical highlight will be »delulu«, a staged reading from the 
novel of the same name presented as a dialogue between author Julia 
Friese and Mascha Jacobs (host of the »DEAR READER« podcast). 
Music will play an integral role here, too. 

Despite the talk programme being separate from the live music 
programme, the Pop-Kultur audience will have the opportunity to 
experience some artists in both contexts: Ralph Heidel is creating a 
Commissioned Work entitled »anyways.onto better things« – a musical-
creative experimental space – and will also appear in a talk with Cologne-
based producer Bazzazian (Haftbefehl, Kontra K, among others) to 
discuss his dual role as an independent artist and producer for acts such 
as Apsilon and Casper. 

Ceren © Ebenezer Abebe 



      

         
 

            
      

     
    

          
   

         

              
   

   
      

        
    

   

 

      
             
         

 
               

           
        

              
               

         
  

  
           

           
            

 
              

         

Interactive Performances in the Çaystube 

Curated by Yeşim Duman, the Çaystube will once again become an 
interactive space in 2025, where movement turns into encounter: under 
the title »Spill The Tea«, this format fuses sport and pop, body and sound 
– as a performative installation at the heart of Pop-Kultur. The queer-
feminist and decolonial-postmigrant meeting point is free of charge and 
offers opportunities for exchange, community, and participation. The 
Çaystube opens at silent green with the performance Klapping by 
theatre-maker Ahilan Ratnamohan. This urban dance style combines 
football moves with urban dance patterns such as hip-hop. 

On 29 and 30 August, the Çaystube returns to its familiar setting in the 
Kulturbrauerei, transforming the courtyard into an open dancefloor. In 
addition to musical acts such as the Iranian-born artist Faravaz (with her 
still timely song »Mullah«) and Berlin-based singer Ceren (whose hit 
»Shabab(e)s im VIP« with Pashanim topped the charts), Club de Baile – 
led by artist Camila Malenchini – invites the audience to dance to Salsa, 
Cumbia, and Reggaeton. 

Pop-Kultur Live 2025: Confirmed Acts
ABIBA (DJ) / Anika / Annika Line Trost (DJ) / Apsilon / AratheJay / ÄTNA 
& ensemble reflektor / Becky Sikasa / Boondawg / Canty / CURSES 
(Live) / Das Beat / Dina Summer / Donkey Kid / Ebbb / Efterklang / Eilis 
Frawley / Elfi / Eli Preiss / Fritz Ali Hansen / The Gilberts / Güner Künier / 
Gut Health / Die Heiterkeit / Hér / Horizontaler Gentransfer / Kerosin95 / 
Kyla Vėjas! / Le Savy Sev (DJ) / Liv Oddman / Los Bitchos / Luna Simao / 
Meryl Streek / Migluma / MOLIY / Muzi / Neromun / Die Nerven / 
Nzambisa (DJ) / Phuong-Dan (DJ) / Post Neo / Riot Spears / Sira Faal / 
Super Besse / The Underground Youth / YELKA / Yung FSK18 / Zoon 
Phonanta 

Commissioned Works: 
Andreya Casablanca / Bernadette La Hengst & Chor der Statistik / Celina 
Bostic & Sarah Lasaki / FAYIM / Saeko Killy with the Club Mirage Band 
/ Schprampfeinsatz / Tami T / Teresa Rotschopf / Ralph Heidel & guests 

Çaystube: 
Anna Mikheyeva / Camila Malenchini / Ceren / Club de Baile / Faravaz / 
FRZNTE (DJ) / Gigolo Tears / Ultraflex feat. FRZNTE / Sophie Yukiko 



  
     

    
          

        
        

         
 

        
           

      
         
         

     
       

      
       

   
         

 
      

     
  

 

          
      

    
       

       
  

     
           

  
 

 
 

       
    

Pop-Kultur Talks: 
»The Artist’s Way« (Ebow, Mod.: Sara Geisler) / »Big in Japan – wenn

die Karriere im Ausland loslegt« (Kat Frankie, Jan Werner, Mod.: Aida
Baghernejad) / »Bring Your Own Table – Black Perspectives in the
German Music Industry« (Peggy Adamu, Will McKinney-Raphelt, Liz
Agyeman, Jack Sehn, Teddy Danso Sarpong, Mod.: Pamela Owusu-
Brenyah) / »The Reproduction of Power Dynamics – Rave als
Utopie?« (Gizem Adiyaman aka Meg10, Zuher Jazmati aka Xanax Attax,
Mod: Sophie Yukiko) / »delulu - szenische Lesung« (Julia Friese, Mod.:
Mascha Jacobs) / »Von 0 auf 100 – Artist-Aufbau zwischen Management
& Labelarbeit« (Leona Walter, Mod.: Mariama Jalloh) / »Den magischen
Moment einfangen« (Ben Bazzazian, Mod.: Ralph Heidel) / »Regaining
Control: A Sustainable Future for Independent Artists and Labels« (Sadie
Thompson, Christof Ellinghaus, Mod.: Andy Zammit) / Rolling Stone
präsentiert: »Musik als Leidenschaft« (Maik Brüggemeyer, Jan Lankisch)
/ »Shaping the Future Now« (Michael Pelczynski, Mod.: Andy Zammit) /
Deutschlandfunk präsentiert: »Schockstarre. Wo ist die Gegenkultur?«
(Annika Henderson, Mario Dunkel, Mod.: Juliane Reil & Christoph
Reimann) / »Show Me Love – Wie du auf ein Showcase Festival kommst«
(Ariane Mohr, Manuel Albani, Ralph Christoph, Mod.: Jules Spielmann) /
»Sonic Crossings« (Giorgi Rodionov, Mod.: Carmen Herold) / »Spill the
Tea: Social Media und Popkultur« (Misla Tesfamariam, Anne Löhr, Yung
FSK18, Mod.: Amina Aziz) / »Zukunftsmusik: Nachhaltigkeit in der Musik«
(Lukas Rath, Sarah Lüngen, Mod.: Cristina Plett)

Pop-Kultur is funded by the State of Berlin – Senate Department for 
Culture and Social Cohesion and by the European Regional Development 
Fund (EFRE) under the program »Strengthening Innovation Potential in 
Culture III (INP III)« as well as by Initiative Musik gGmbH with project 
funds from the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the 
Media (BKM). 

The project Çaystube is funded by the Federal Government 
Commissioner for Culture and the Media as well as by the DFB-
Kulturstiftung (Klapping). 

Press Contact Marie Ketzscher Ines Weißbach Email press@pop-kultur.berlin 
Website https://www.pop-kultur.berlin Press Section http://www.pop-kultur.berlin/presse/ 
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