Pop-¥ultur Festival

Press Release from 7th Mai 2025

Pop-Kultur 2025 Breaks New Ground - Six Festival Days,

Brand-New Venues

e Pop-Kultur 2025: 11th Festival Edition Takes Place 25-30 August
e New Venues in Wedding
e Apsilon, Eli Preiss, Die Nerven and More Acts Confirmed

e Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs: Call for Participation Opens 15 May
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Pop-Hultur Festival

Pop-Kultur needs space and time. That’s why Pop-Kultur Berlin will celebrate its
11th festival edition with a full week of events — from August 25 to 30, 2025 - at
various venues in the Wedding district as well as at its long-standing home base,
the Kulturbrauerei. New locations this year include the silent green
Kulturquartier, Humboldthain Club, Studio.dB, Panke Culture, Heizhaus, Richten?5,
SINEMA TRANSTOPIA, and migas. These spaces will also host the concentrated format

»Pop-Kultur Lokal,« curated by the city’s independent event organisers.

»With six festival days instead of three, we’re giving the Pop-Kultur programme
more room to breathe by making a full week of musical and pop-cultural diversity
accessible across Berlin,« says Marie von der Heydt, Managing Director of
Musicboard Berlin and Festival Director of Pop-Kultur. »In addition to
international high-caliber artists, we’re especially excited to present many

Berlin-based acts and new talents this year.«


https://Studio.dB

Pop-Kultur Kicks Off in Wedding

The festival will open on Monday and Tuesday with a high-profile talk programme in
Wedding. Through discussions and panels, exciting questions surrounding pop
culture will be explored. Further details on the talk programme will be announced

in the coming weeks.

Music Programme: Diverse, Surprising, Direct

Pop-Kultur Live Highlights — Wednesday, 27 August

Atmospheric and visionary: genre-defying duo ATNA teams up with ensemble reflektor
to create new sonic worlds inside the Betonhalle at silent green. Anika will also
explore the venue’s immersive setting with her blend of dub, post-punk,
psychedelia, and a feel for the unpredictable. Ghanaian-American singer Moliy will
bring the party vibe, having sparked a mini TikTok sensation with her track »Shake
it to the Max.« More acts and DJs will ignite the late-night festival spark at
Humboldthain Club.

A special musical highlight is planned for Thursday, 28 August, with details to be

announced at a later date.

Pop-Kultur Live Highlights — Friday, 29 August

Friday kicks off with layered performances and pointed messages with rap star
power at the Kulturbrauerei: Moabit’s very own Apsilon delivers lyrical precision
over modern trap beats, addressing social realities from a post-migrant
perspective. Eli Preiss, one of the most compelling voices in Austrian pop-rap,
hits the Gen Z nerve with smart attitude and genre-blending sounds. Boondawg from
Disseldorf offers introspective rhymes with a dark groove — raw, sharp, and clear.
Invitations to melancholic swaying and dancing between folk-pop and dark electro-
pop come from Berlin-based Die Heiterkeit and Dina Summer — each in their own

unique way.

Pop-Kultur Live Highlights - Saturday, 30 August

Saturday is all about indie in its many forms: German band Die Nerven dig deep
into rock riffs, while Danish art-pop band Efterklang searches for big truths
with a quirky, tender touch. Berlin-based band CURSES delivers post-punk, new-wave
energy. And Los Bitchos forgoes lyrics altogether, grooving exuberantly through

‘80s vibes, cumbia, and spaghetti-western ecstasy.

Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs: Call for Participation Opens 15 May

In 2025, Pop-Kultur once again offers space for emerging talent: 150 newcomers
from Berlin and across Germany will be invited to spend two intensive days with
experts, featuring around 40 workshops, talks, and networking opportunities in the
heart of Berlin. The programme will take place on 25 and 26 August at the silent

green Kulturquartier and is aimed at musicians, producers, DJs, managers, label



founders, bookers — and everyone shaping pop culture creatively or

entrepreneurially. Applications will be accepted from 15 May to 5 June 2025.

Pop-Kultur Live 2025: Confirmed Acts & Commissioned Works (CW)

Andreya Casablanca (CW) / Anika / Apsilon / AratheJay / ATNA & ensemble reflektor
/ Becky Sikasa / Bernadette la Hengst & Chor der Statistik (CW) / Boondawg / Canty
/ Celina Bostic & Sarah Lasaki (CW) / Ceren / CURSES (Live) / Das Beat / Dina
Summer / Donkey Kid / Ebbb / Efterklang / Eilis Frawley / Eli Preiss / FAYIM (CW)
/ Fritz Ali Hansen / The Gilberts / Giliner Kinier / Gut Health / Die Heiterkeit /
Hér / Horizontaler Gentransfer / Kerosin95 / Kyla Véjas! / Liv Oddman / Los
Bitchos / Luna Simao / Meryl Streek / Migluma / Moliy / Muzi / Neromun / Die
Nerven / Nzambisa (DJ) / Phuong-Dan (DJ) / Post Neo / Ralph Heidel & guests

(CW) / Riot Spears / Saeko Killy with the Club Mirage Band (CW) / Sira Faal /
Super Besse / Teresa Rotschopf (CW) / The Underground Youth / YELKA / Yung

FSK18 / Zoon Phonanta

Pop-Kultur is funded by the State of Berlin — Senate Department for Culture and
Social Cohesion of the State of Berlin and by the European Regional Development
Fund (ERDF) under the program »Strengthening Innovation Potential in Culture III
(INP III)«, as well as by Initiative Musik gGmbH with project funds from the

Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM).
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